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F
OUR sc i ent i s ts c ampin g in 
southern Russi a  came across a 
large saucer-shaPecJ object in the 

grass. One man threw stones at the 

thing-and, to his astonishment, the 
stones seemed to disappear inside 
its meta llic-looking shell. 

Suddenly, the campers felt a 
strange "force" and the closest man 
was ·knocked ·out. The others felt 
drowsy but managed to drag hiin 

away. 
While one· of the 

camper� sneaked off 
to fetch,belp, the other 
two couldn't resist fall­
ing asleep beside their 
unconscious compan­
ion. 

When they awoke, the 
men · saw two- - Jft.-tall 
figures in weird space suits 
and helmets staring at 
them. Before they could 
speak, the tiny figures 
returned to their strange 
craft and disappeared 
through its hull. 

The craft glowed-then 
vanished. 

CHANCE 
The scientist leading . 

Russia's official team of 
UFO investigators said: 
"There's no doubt that a 
spaceship landed-pos­
sibly because of illness· 
among the crew." 

But Professor F. Zigel 
was taking a chance when 
he reported this. The 
officiai K.remlin line on 
UFOs is that they are 
simply odd cloud forma­
tions--or have some other 
logical explanation. 

And visits by aliens 
from outer space are con­
demned as the imaginings 
of simple folk who might 
also believe in witches and 
goblins. 

But, in this case, the 
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witnesses were _scientists. 
And while they were 

recovering from the shock 
three other scientists had 
an uncannily similar en­
counter in another part of 
Russia. 

The man knocked out 
in the first encounter is a 
highly-respected professor 
of historical sciences, Dr. 
A. I. Nikolaev. 

He spent the next three 
months in hospital recov-
ering. · 

The second sighting of 
an alien craft by scientists 
happened only 67 miles 
from Moscow. These men 
were also on a camping 
holiday. 

One of the UFO in­
vestigating team, Professor 
V. K. Zhuraviev, said both 
groups described being 
overcome by an uncon­
trollable sense of fear, 
despite their cool-headed 
scientific backgrounds. · 

The second group were 
huddled in their. tents one 
night when they heard 
loud voices, jabbering in 
an unidentifiable language. 

Prof. Zhuraviev said in 
his report: "The voices 

!he ofticialline in 

Russia is that UFOs 
don't exist. Bat now 
Soviet botlins have 
admitted their own 
strange encounters 

frightened them so much 
they didn't dare to peer 
outside for half an hour." 

Then they saw "some­
thing like an enormous 
electric light bulb" about 
500ft. away, with a shining 
violet light. It seemed 
about 80ft. high. 

As they watched, the 
bulb rose, wobbled a little, 
then soared into the sky. 

The scientists kept watch­
ing until it was enveloped 
by a fluorescent cloud and 
disappeared. 

FLATTENED 
N e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e y  

found a great circle of 
flattened grass where some 
large object had rested. 

Since these reports by 
the Soviet UFO investi­
gators, the Russian news­
paper Pravda haS started 
p u b l i s h i n g  a c c ou n t s  o f  
other strange sightings 
from different parts of the 
country. 

One that created almost 
as big a stir as the scient­
ists' stories came from a 
vet, Dr. V. G. Paltsev. 

He said he found a 
grounded alien craft while 
on his rounds in the 

country, 500 miles south­
east of Moscow. 

Beside it were three 
small "humanoids" with 
egg-shaped heads and long 
fingers. As he approached, 

he too was knocked out by 
some strange force. 
· ·When he recovered, his 
watch had stopped and he 
s a w  t h e  s a u c e r - s h a p e d  
craft glow before rising 
and vanishing. 

A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  v e t  
dreamed repeatedly that 
he had been carried into 
the saucer while uncon­
scious. 

And a doctor who ques­
tioned Paltsev under hyp­
nosis said it seemed that 
he probably had been 
taken for a saueer ride. 

But one Russian who 
has travelled in space 
himself discounts these 
stories. 

Co smo n a u t  G e o r g i  
Grekko said: "They were 
our rocket rubbish bins 
floating in space." 


